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Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the information item(s) listed on the attached Form PTO-SB08. 
Unless otherwise indicated herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the item(s) be made of record therein and 
appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

□ 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three 
months of the U.S. filing date or the date of filing a CPA, OR (b) before the 
mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits in the present application, or (c) 
accompanies a Request for Continued Examination. No certification or fee is 
required. 

^ 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 
months after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office 
Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance. 

^ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement 37 CFR §1. 97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after 
making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
CFR §1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR §1 .97(e)(2). 
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09/739,397 



□ c. A check In the amount of $180.00 In payment of the fee under 37 
CFR §1.1 7(p). Please charge any fee deficiency or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 01-2300 as needed to ensure 
consideration of the disclosed information. 

□ 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 
months after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or 
Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. Applicant(s) hereby 
petition(s) that the Information Disclosure Statement be considered. Attached is 
our check in the amount of $130.00 in payment of the petition fee under 37 CFR 
§1.17(i)(1). Please charge any fee deficiency or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 01-2300 as needed to ensure consideration of the disclosed 
information. 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 37 CFR §1. 97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after 
making reasonable Inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
CFR §1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR §1 .97(e)(2). 

^ 4. The references listed on the attached PTO-SB08a and PTO-SB08b Forms 
were cited during prosecution in a counterpart foreign application. A copy of the 
foreign Office Action with an English translation is attached for the Examiner's 
information. English language Abstracts of the Japanese patent references are 
also enclosed. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application No. H1 1-259390. cited 
in the Office Action, was previously submitted to the Patent and Trademark Office 
with the Information Disclosure Statement filed December 19, 2000. 
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PTO/SB/08a (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

^—INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
^\ P OTVTEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Form PTO/SB/08a 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


09/739.397 


Filing Date 


December 19, 2000 


First Named Inventor 


Satoshi MURATA et a! 


Art Unit 


2157 


Examiner Name 


Y. Dalencourt 




2 


Attorney Docket Number 


107439-00027 





^^IJ^^ U.S. PATENT DOCl 


JMENTS 


bxarninyr 
Initials* 


Cite 


Document Number 


Number-Kind 
Code^ (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant Figures Appear 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.^ 


Foreign Patent Document 


Country 
Code* 


Number* 
Kind Code' 
(if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 








11-341074 


JP 


A 


12-10-1999 


Canon Inc. 




AB 






10-307038 


JP 


A 


11-17-1998 


Alpine Electron Inc. 




AB 





































































































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. "'Unique citation designation number. ^See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-letter code. ''For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language translation is attached. AB indicates that only an English language abstract is attached. 



PTO/SB/08b (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0651 -0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 

-p^jasJNFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
^ JSTATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

^ ^\ Form PTO/SB/08b 


i^uiieu lu icai^iiu lu a wuiicuuuii ui iniurniciuan unmbs u coniains a vaiia v^md coniroi numuer. 

Complete if Known 


Application Number 


09/739,397 


Filing Date 


December 19, 2000 


First Named Inventor 


Satoshi MURATAet al 


Art Unit 


2157 


Examiner Name 


Y. Dalencourt 


Sheet 


2 


of 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


107439-00027 



Sas^^ NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Indude name of the author {in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the artide (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, 
catalog, etc.) , date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T^ 






"How to Solve Problems of Daily Life", KOTANI et al, Nikkei PC 21, Japan, Nikkei Business 
Publications, Inc., September 1, 1998, Vol. 3, No. 10, pg. 67. 








"Even More Useful if You Know How to Use Them! Choose Mapping Sites According to Your 
Goals! Important Data for Five Maior MaoDino Sites" INTERNET Maaazine Janan lmnrp<;<; 
Corporation, August 1 , 1998, No. 43, pgs. 308 - 315. 





























































































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not dtation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through dtation if not in confomnance and not considered. 
Indude copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ^Unique dtation designation number. ^See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^Enter Office that 
issued the document, by the two-letter code. '*For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language translation is attached. AB indicates that only an English language abstract is attached. 



